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But it was a Vegas casino manager, Herb McDonald, who took the idea to its American
extreme. In 1945, McDonald's El Rancho casino opened a 24-hour buffet and charged
visitors a single dollar to partake. Naturally the opportunity for endless fo
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"In China, most of the places are back to normal," says Lu, a native of the country who still
has many contacts there. "I don't think human nature will be that different by nationality,
so we should look at the countries who are ahead of the curve."
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Similarly Doug Parker, who runs cruiseradio.net, a website and podcast for cruise news,
says he's watching Europe and Asia "with a close eye to see what is working. Table capacity
is limited and also spread out, with the six feet of separation between each table."

Cruise fans are a devoted bunch, and Parker and Chiron say patrons can't wait to get back
aboard. Parker says up to 85% of his emails ask when cruising will resume. "They can't
wait to get back," he says.

And Yeskel is confident that Las Vegas -- and its eateries -- will rise again, even though
there will be starts and stops in the short term. After all, what better place to be creative
than an unlikely amusement park-like city carved out of the desert?

"I like to think that Vegas has always been the most innovative tourist destination on Earth,
and it will find a way back -- probably before other sectors of the industry," he says. "It will
lead the way."
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